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Two years of tears in Kahnawake
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How we came to work together

Sharing this information with Kahnawa'kehré:non first
o Eastern Door Article

Co-writing academic articles — still doing research

Discussion

Family stories
Archival data:

o Library and Archives Canada (LAC)
o BanQ
_ o Newspaper archives
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MEASLES (RUBEOLA) - SNAPSHOT

= Airborne, can live on surfaces for up to two hours

= Causes high fever, cough, runny nose, red watery eyes,
Koplick spots (mouth), and a distinct red rash

= May be contagious but asymptomatic for several days

= Complications: pneumonia, severe diarrhea, blindness and
encephalitis (brain swelling).

o In surviving children may cause immunity amnesia

= One of the most contagious diseases on the planet

o Once a child is infected, 90% of those them come into
contact with will contract the infection

= Malnourished children and those under 5 most at risk of
complications

UNICEF: https://www.unicef.ca/en/blog/what-you-need-know-about-measles? @




MEASLES IN
KAHNAWA:KE, 1906
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REVERENDTIMBERLAKE i
 WRITESTODA

Presrdent of the Montreal Conference of o
the Methodist Church

' On August3rd,1908: =
To Frank Pedley (beputy-Superlntendent)

; ; Day SChOOI teacher reports measles in _3_ e,
: Kahnawa ke.- ST {5 ooy o

Requests a medlcal offlcer to examme ; ;
childrerr ™~ itihe U iabi L sl i
g g : o Cannot open schoéol to av01d danger of .
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o Avmd needles dealv 1n schoolreopenlng




INTERNAL DIA

COMMUNICATION

= Superintendent's office passes Timberlake's letter around

= September 15, 1908: Martin Benson (Clerk of Schools)
writes to Frank Pedley about the matter:
o "This is the first official intimation we have had about a

measles outbreak on the reserve."
o 3 Catholic Schools opened on time
o Methodist school should have opened

o Children better off at school

"The Methodist missionary and the teacher should
have been able to find out what families, if any, are

affected and order them to stay away from the
school.”

"We have no reqular medical officer on the reserve
as the Indians generally are able to look after
themselves in this respect, and I do not see why the
Department should be called upon to Pay for

examining 25 or 50 pupils.” O



September 19, 1908 (J.D. Maclean)
Acknowledged request for medical officer
Methodist school should have opened

Only affected children should have been kept
home

* "The Department has no regular
physician on the Caughnawaga
reserve, as the Indians are all
fairly well-to-do and provide for
their own medical attendance."

DIA RESPONDS
10 REVEREND

TIMBERLAKE




Chief Medical Officer, Department of Indian
Affairs from 1904 to 1921




It suffices for us to know...
that of a total of 1,537 pupils
reported upon nearly 25 per
cent are dead, of one school
with an absolutely accurate
statement, 69 per cent of ex-
pupils are dead, and that
everywhere the almost
invariable cause of death

given is tuberculosis (Bryce,
1907, p.18).

“The story of Dr. Peter
Henderson Bryce is about the
strength of people who make
a choice to stand up for what

. is right for childrenin a
IRS Whistleblower — Advocated for better care peaceful and respectful way,

and living conditions for Indigenous children even when faced with doubt
and criticism.”

(FNCaringSociety, 2016)

Reputation tarnished, forced into retirement

https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/dr. peter hen
derson bryce information sheet.pdf



https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/dr._peter_henderson_bryce_information_sheet.pdf
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/dr._peter_henderson_bryce_information_sheet.pdf

DR. BRYCE'S INTERVENTION

= Sets up temporary tent hospital
= Infected children and mothers quarantined

= Mentions a trained nurse and Dr. Patton
involvement

= Few deaths after intervention

Dr. A.O. Patton in charge:

e Sends a report on October 30th, 1908
o 15 cases in the hospital

o Only two new cases since opening

o Only two deaths

» Newspapers cover story on November

17, 1908 (Moncton Transcript, NB)

1)



= November 217, 1907: Bryce calls for a meeting with the
Band Council

= Indian Agent Blain, J.W. Jocks (Constable, translator), Dr.
Bryce & Band Council members

= Band Council Chief: Michael Daillebout

= Bryce: Measles & Scarlet Fever attacking children in an
alarming manner

B AN D MEETING = Department hears "cries of distress" from mothers and
caregivers
MINUTES = Many lost to the disease
= Proposes by-law which is in effect on other reserves

' Wanted the Band to adopt a "model health by-law" to
curb outbreaks from the start

| Forced quarantine & isolation
' Wants health ordinances imposed
= Council votes down the motion: "...among other

reasons, it imposed too onerous clauses and too severe
conditions."

e



ANNUAL REPORTS 1909



REPORT OF INDIAN AGENT JEAN BLAIN FOR KAHNAWAKE, JUNE

8, 1909
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REPORT OF CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER PETER H. BRYCE
FOR KAHNAWA:KE, JUNE &, 1909
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REPORT OF CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER PETER H. BRYCE
FOR KAHNAWA:KE, JUNE &, 1909
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Sample Catholic
Church Records:
Births,
Marriages,
Deaths & Burials



REGISTER PRESENTED BY
REV. FATHER SAMUEL
GRANGER, PRIEST, CURATE
OF THE PARISH OF SAULT
ST. LOUIS CAUGHNAWAGA
IN THE COUNTY OF
LAPRAIRIE... FOR THE
RECGRDING OF BAPTISMS,
MARRIAGES, AND BURIALS
THAT TOOK PLACE IN THE
SAID PARISH DURING THE
YEAR ONE THOUSAND NINE
HUNDRED AND EIGHT.
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EXAMPLES OF REGISTRY ENTRIES FOR CHILD BURIALS
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Kahnawa:ke population, child death statistics




CHILD BURIALS IN THE PARISH OF LAC ST. LOUIS
BY MONTH, JULY-NOVEMBER 1908
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ESTIMATES OF CHILD DEATHS IN MEASLES EPIDEMIC OF 1908

= Indian Agent Blain (DIA Annual Report):
= “Excessive death rate among the children”
= “Over 80"

= Chief Medical Officer Bryce:
= “100 cases, 50 deaths before action... was taken”
= “Mortality was excessive”

= Parish Registry (July-December 1908): 64
= Non-Parish (Methodist): 20+




KEHANAWA:KE TOTAL & CHILDHOOD (UNDER 21) POPULATION,
1901-1911
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KEANAWA:KE CHILDHOOD (UNDER 21) POPULATION GROWTH
RATE, 1902-1911




KEANAWA:KE CHILDHOOD (UNDER 2! YEARS) POPULATION,
RCTUAL & PROJECTED, 1901-1911
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NAMES OF CHILDREN

Surnames cross-referenced in Forbes geneolo




PARISH OF SAULT ST. LOUIS-CAUGHNAWAGA
KAHNAWA:KE CHILD BURIALS, JULY-DECEMBER 19086

Sumame | Ranienkeha |Finst B | memer |

Beauvais
Beauvais
Bourdeau
Boyer
Canadian
Canadian
Canadian
Canadien
Canadien

Cross the River

Nikanatasha

Nikanatasha

Katsienhoton

Satehoronhies

Soherese

Tehasennontie

Atihentonko

Tekahnetontie

Ignace
Pierre
Michel
Marie-Anne
Jean-Baptiste
Agathe

Louis

Jean

Joseph

Ignace

Nikanatasha

Nikanatasha

Katsienhoton

Satehoronhies

Soherese

Tekahentake

Atihentonko

Ariwakennha

Tekahnetontie

Jean-Baptiste
Jean-Baptiste
Ignace
Joseph
Jean-Baptiste
Louis
Thomas
Joseph

Jean

Joseph

Konwanatonion

Konwanatonion

Awenhoken

Kaneratitakhe

Tekahawakwa

Therese

Therese

Anne

Louise

Marie

Marie Louise

Atonwenstiiostha Marie-Anne

Katsitsioronkwas Anne

Karakwiio

Karhienentha

Marie

Marie

e



PARISH OF SAULT ST. LOUIS-CAUGHNAWAGA
KAHNAWA:KE CHILD BURIALS, JULY-DECEMBER 19086

Sumame | Ranienkeha |Finst B | memer |

D'Ailleboust

D'Ailleboust

D'Ailleboust

D'Ailleboust

D'Ailleboust

D'Ailleboust

D'Ailleboust

D'Ailleboust

D'Ailleboust

Dailleboust

Anenharoten

Aronhiaritha

Atiatonenti

Karonhiaktatie

Orite

Skaronhiati

Tehatie

Anne
Maria
Marguerite
Anne

Louis
Thomas

Joseph

TekaneratanekenLouis Alphonse

Tekaneratensere Jean-Baptiste

Sakorontaketats Jean-Baptiste

Anenharoten

Aronhiaritha

Atiatonenti

Karonhiaktatie

Orite

Skaronhiati

Tehatie

Skaronhiati

Alexandre
Jacob
Rene
Dominique
Joseph
Jacques
Ignace

Jacques

Tekaneratensere Ignace

Sakorontaketats Joseph

Karonhiakwas

Maria

Adelina

Karenharonkwas Marie

Konwanatense

Kanenharentha

Kawennakenre

Kawennakenre

Kahawinontie

Marie-Anne

Marie Rosalie

Marie-Anne

Alexina Rachel

Marie-Anne

Anne

Kakhasionkwas Agathe




PARISH OF SAULT ST. LOUIS-CAUGHNAWAGA
KAHNAWA:KE CHILD BURIALS, JULY-DECEMBER 19086

Sumame | Ranienkeha |Finst B | memer |

Decaire

Deer

Deer

Deer

Deerhouse

Deerhouse

Delisle

Delisle

Goodleaf

Hill

Taientaneken

Aronhiatis

Aronhiotas

Skatsienhati

Anenhrente

Thonahokathe

Kaneraktatie

Kaneraktatie

Sakoiatentha

Kentaratiron

Louis

Francois-Xavier

Louisa
Marie-Anne
Joseph
Michel
Jean-Baptiste
Marguerite
Joseph

Guillaume

Taientaneken

Aronhiatis

Aronhiotas

Skatsienhati

Anenhrente

Thonahokathe

Kaneraktatie

Kaneraktatie

Sakoiatentha

Kentaratiron

Thomas
Thomas

Joseph

Joseph

Thomas

Pierre
Francois-Xavier
Francois-Xavier
Joseph

Francois-Xavier

Sateiokwen

Kanatanoron

Wasontiiostha

Atonwentsine

Tewatennihe

Tewetha

Kakwirahes

Kakwirahes

Takonwatonti

Celina
Marie
Marie
Marie
Agathe
Anne
Marie-Anne
Marie-Anne
Therese

Mary




PARISH OF SAULT ST. LOUIS-CAUGHNAWAGA
KAHNAWA:KE CHILD BURIALS, JULY-DECEMBER 19086

Sumame | Ranienkeha |Finst B | memer |

Hill
Hill
Jacco
Jacco
Jacco
Jacobs
Jacobs
Jacobs
Jacobs

Jacobs

Tehoionwake

Tehoionwake

Shawennatson

Tiohatekwen

Tiohatekwen

Kanonwehon

Oronhiawente

Oronhiawente

Oronhiawente

Skahetati

Anne
Cecilia
Marie Joseph
Louisa

Maria
Marie-Joseph
Jean

Louise

Marie

Alexandre

Tehoionwake

Tehoionwake

Shawennatson

Tiohatekwen

Tiohatekwen

Ositakehte

Oronhiawente

Oronhiawente

Oronhiawente

Skahetati

Louis

Louis
Jean-Baptiste
Louis

Louis

Michel
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas

Ignace

Tekahentakwa

Takaierente

Tekaierente

Kanakoretha

Kaieriton

Kaierithon

Kaierithon

Tierente

Angelique
Angelique
Marie
Cecile
Cecile
Marie
Anne
Anne
Anne

Cecilia

e



PARISH OF SAULT ST. LOUIS-CAUGHNAWAGA
KAHNAWA:KE CHILD BURIALS, JULY-DECEMBER 19086

Sumame | Ranienkeha |Finst B | memer |

Kane
Lahache
Laplume
Lazare
Leborgne
Leborgne
Mailloux
McComber
McComber

McComber

Konwatsitsiaienni Marguerite
Otsitsiateken Marie-Louise

Akwirakenhiathe Elizabeth

Tarontentha Louis
Aionwisere Julia Anne
Thawenrate Anne

Tehonwatihentho Louis

Catherine

Louisa

Tekahonwensere Pierre

Karenhoton Jacques
Otsitsiateken Leon

Akwirakenhiate Michel

Tarontentha Joseph
Aionwisere Mathias
Thawenrate Louis

Tehonwatihentho Ignace
Jacques
James

Tekahonwensere Joseph

Konwaronhio Marie
Kahentiaks Agathe
Kariwaienhne Catherine

Tekaionwaretha Marie
Kawennaiesen Therese
Konwaionse Marie Anne
Kahentaronkwas Marie
Owennokon Marie

Owennokon Marie

Kahentaronkwas Marie
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Meloche
Montour
Montour
Montour
Peterson
Phillips
Regis
Rice
Rice

Stacey

Owistateken

Tsionsawetes

Tsionsawetes

Kahrakontie

Kahentente

Arakwatiron

Owennatekha

Owistateken

Atiatonenti

Anonyme
Thomas
Elizabeth
Joseph
Marguerite
Marie-Joseph
Joseph

Ignace
Francis-Xavier

Thomas

Owistateken

Tsionsawetes

Tsionsawetes

Kahrakontie

Tiohatekwen

Arakwatiron

Karontatsi

Owistateken

Atiatonenti

Louis Dalifa
Michel

Ignace

Ignace

Joseph
Francois-Xavier
Laurent
Onesime
Jean-Baptiste

Louis

Oronhioken

Konwarwennawi

Konwawennawi

Kaniawinon

Atonwentsison

Konwarasenni

Kahentenhawe

Tioronse

Karonhiahente

Angelie
Agathe
Anne
Anne
Marie
Catherine
Franciose
Rosina
Angelique

Marie
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Stacey
Walker
White
Williams
Williams
Zachary
??77?
?777?
?7?7?

7?7

Skaronhiati
Kanawato
Ariwakeron
Taetsiaronsere
Taetsiaronsere
Karakohare
Aientonnis
Arakwente
Atenharha

Illlegitime

Marguerite
Marie Jeanne
Anne

Eugene
Marie

Marie
Marie-Joseph
Jean-Baptiste

Francois

Skaronhiati

Kanawato

Ariwakeron

Taetsiaronsere

Taetsiaronsere

Karakohare

Aientonnis

Arakwente

Atenharha

Francios-Xavier Unknown

Pierre

Jean Baptiste
Jacques
Jean-Baptiste
Jean-Baptiste
Pierre

Pierre
Joseph

Ignace

Katsitsienhawi Louise

Onenkwirohon Marie

Kawennison Agathe
Oronhienhawi  Marguerite
Oronhienhawi  Margeurite
Kahnetenhawi  Scholastique

Kasennaronkwas Marie
Kanonsakenheion Cecile
Katsitsiaienhne Marie Joseph

Unknown
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PP

P77

P77

7?7

P7P?P?

?P7?

7?7

777

PP

7?7

Karhakenhiate

Kanietanoron

Kanietohare

Kanietohare

Onasakenrat

Oniarakehte

Oronhiatekha

Otsitsiakenrat

Otsitsiakenrat

Rakonnienstha

Marie Charlotte
Francois-Xavier
Jacques

Joseph

Louis

Pierre
Anonyme
Ignace

Marie

Agnes

Karhakenhiate

Kanietanoron

Kanietohare

Kanietohare

Onasakenrat

Oniarakehte

Oronhiatekha

Otsitsiakenrat

Otsitsiakenrat

Rakonnienstha

Alexis
Ignace
Jean-Baptiste
Jean-Baptiste
Pierre
Jacques
Jean-Baptiste
Jean-Baptiste
Michel

Thomas

Katenies Marie-Jospeh
7?97 Louise
Watsenisaks Louise
Watsenisaks Louise
Kanerataronkwas Anne
Karakwentha Anne
Wasontiio Anne

Karonhienhawe Cecile
Konwasennakwen Sarah

Skawennetsi Beatrice

e
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??77?

2977

P77

977

2997

2997

977

777

29777

2977

Skanatatihen Louis
Tawentene Anne
Tehawennontie Marie
Tekanerataneken Louis
Tekaronhiake Louis
TekaronhianekenLouis
Thorakwanente Maguerite
Tsiowirate Joseph
Skanatatihen Louis

Tawentene Anne

Skanatatihen

Tawentene

Jean-Baptiste

Francois-Xavier

Tehawennontie Michel

TekaneratanekenlIgnace

Tekaronhiake

Louis

Tekaronhianeken Paul

Thorakwanente Thomas

Tsiowirate

Skanatatihen

Tawentene

Joseph
Jean-Baptiste

Francois-Xavier

Konwarontiaki

Wahienhawi

Onentsiaieshon

Kawennisakhe

Kahentaronnion

Kahentoktha

Wahiaronkwas

Kaientison

Konwarontiaki

Wahienhawi

Marie-Joseph
Cecile

Anne

Martha
Agathe
Madeleine
Monique
Marie
Marie-Joseph

Cecile




WHY AND HOW DID




~ofdisease

."ﬂ"'

Loss of 1ncome 1n affected households
C@mprom1sed ability to respond to spread



= Economic recession
= Financial panic in US beginning in 1907

FACTORS = Spreads to Canada in 1908

= Sharp decline in building and

CONTRIBUTING TO construction trades

= High level of unemployment in

THE EPIDEMIC OF . “Work was exceedingly scarce i

past year and many suffered on that
1 9 0 8 account”

—J. Blain, DIA Annual Report for Year
Ended Mazrch 31, 1909)




= Indian Agent Blain suggests
Kahnawa'kehré:non are responsible for
the epidemic

= “The increasing mortality could, to some
extent, be prevented by the spread of
the principles hygiene”

= Up to this point in time, Kahnawa:ke had
a commendable public health record.




A PREVENTABLE

TRAGEDY

= Agent Blain oblivious or incompetent

= Dr. Bryce in the annual report of 1909:

o Kahnawa:ke had the "most fatal" outbreak in 1908
o Excessive mortality

"Owing to the unfortunate delay of notifying the
department, an outbreak of measles, beginnning in
July, was allowed to gain such headway that in all
some 100 cases had occurred and 50 deaths had

resulted before action for it's suppression was
taken."




IN CONCLUSION...

Bridge disaster & measles epidemic significantly
impacted Kahnawa:ke's population

Strength of Kahnawa'kehré:non, especially the
women to get the community through these dark
times

Lack of empathy & compassion of DIA

This is a developing story/project

We welcome feedback & stories from
Kahnawa'kehré:non

Niawen’ko:wa
= The Eastern Door

= KORLCC for use of the space

= Kahnawa’kehré:non for supporting
our work

= Slides will be posted on
shewalksabout.com
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